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New Leases on Life: Feminine beauty, prohibition and provocative
contrasts help create memorable dining experiences within a trio of
high-profile venues.

By Matthew Hall
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Cook Hall, Atlanta

Gone from the W Atlanta-Buckhead hotel is the Market restaurant, a 
global diner concept that featured white terrazzo floors, chrome-
detailed furniture and swirled wall murals. In its place is Cook Hall, a 
Prohibition era-inspired space populated with American walnut wood, 
vintage glassware and old-fashioned textured wall coverings.

That makeover, says Culinary Concepts Hospitality Group president 
James Gersten, reflects changing dining preferences. “People are 
eating out more frequently and are looking for great food, service and a 
comfortable environment,” says Gersten, whose New York-based 
restaurant management group operates venues within several of locale. 
“They don’t want the pressure of ordering a bottle of wine at each meal or three 
courses. It’s just not how we dine anymore.”
Brought in to create the interiors of a restaurant reflecting that new reality was 
Atlanta’s blackdog studio LLC. “The original design direction involved creating 
a gastro pub, but we knew that trying to drop an English pub-style interior into 
a very contemporary box would not necessarily be successful,” says blackdog 
principal Carolyn Auger-Joiner. “So we introduced some industrial/warehouse 
techniques to help bridge the gap between new and old. Culinary Concepts 
wanted to create a neighborhood hang-out type of space that would draw 
people in but also keep them coming back. So making the interior casual and 
comfortable was very important. Real hardwood floors, dark walls and vintage 
lighting help bring that feeling home.”
Designers also installed communal-style tables throughout the restaurant, 
which includes a 2,500-sq.-ft. main level and an 800-sq.-ft. mezzanine. “That 
allows groups of people to pull together tables as needed for socializing, which 
reinforces the relaxed vibe within the space,” says Auger-Joiner.

PEOPLE BUSINESS PROJECTS BOUTIQUE BLOG PRODUCTS EVENTS

http://www.bdny.com/
http://www.boutiquedesignwest.com/
http://www.hospitalitymatch.com/
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/
http://stmediagroup-d.openx.net/w/1.0/rc?bi=f70c4214-43d9-4092-b133-d1390f0e2e39&ba=1486747038&ts=1fHBpZD01MzcwNjU1NTV8cmlkPTZlNWI0ZDA3LTUxNWMtNGU5MC05NTMzLTdhOWRjMTIzYmZjNHxydD0xNDg3MDg3OTMyfGF1aWQ9NTM3NTUzMjI4fGF1bT1ETUlELldFQnxhdXBmPWRpc3BsYXl8c3NpZD01MzcwNjY5MDB8c2lkPTUzNzE4NzU3NnxwdWI9NTM3MTA2MDkwfHBjPVVTRHxyYWlkPWEzMjVjMmI5LTQxZjktNDk0MS04MTBjLWRmY2FiMDc5NzQ2NHxycz0xfGFpZD01Mzg0NDczMjJ8dD0xfGFzPTcyOHg5MHxsaWQ9NTM3NzkwNzgwfG9pZD01MzczNDcwOTJ8cD0wfHByPTB8YXRiPTB8YWR2PTUzNzE0ODA0OHxhYz1VU0R8cG09UFJJQ0lORy5GSVhFRHxibT1CVVlJTkcuTk9OR1VBUkFOVEVFRHx1cj0xc1BjeGU2UzVO
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/page/subscribe-boutique-design
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/page/about-us
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/page/advertise
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/page/contact-us
http://stmediagroup-d.openx.net/w/1.0/rc?bi=f70c4214-43d9-4092-b133-d1390f0e2e39&ba=1486747038&ts=1fHBpZD01MzcwNjU1NTV8cmlkPThmN2Y0ODhjLTkxOGUtNDRmOC05ODM0LWZmOTE5NDYzMjE2ZXxydD0xNDg3MDg3OTMyfGF1aWQ9NTM3NTUzMjUyfGF1bT1ETUlELldFQnxhdXBmPWRpc3BsYXl8c3NpZD01MzcwNjY5MDB8c2lkPTUzNzE4NzU3NnxwdWI9NTM3MTA2MDkwfHBjPVVTRHxyYWlkPWEzMjVjMmI5LTQxZjktNDk0MS04MTBjLWRmY2FiMDc5NzQ2NHxycz0xfGFpZD01Mzg0MjkwNzh8dD0xfGFzPTE2MHg2MDB8bGlkPTUzNzc4MTM3MnxvaWQ9NTM3MzQ0ODc4fHA9MHxwcj0wfGF0Yj0wfGFkdj01MzcxNDY3NjN8YWM9VVNEfHBtPVBSSUNJTkcuRklYRUR8Ym09QlVZSU5HLk5PTkdVQVJBTlRFRUR8dXI9ZmNQaEQ4SkQ1WQ
http://stmediagroup-d.openx.net/w/1.0/rc?bi=f70c4214-43d9-4092-b133-d1390f0e2e39&ba=1486747038&ts=1fHBpZD01MzcwNjU1NTV8cmlkPTE0OTJlNmM5LWZlMDgtNDY0Ni1iNTcyLTY5ZjA1MGJmMjMxN3xydD0xNDg3MDg3OTMyfGF1aWQ9NTM3NTUzMjI5fGF1bT1ETUlELldFQnxhdXBmPWRpc3BsYXl8c3NpZD01MzcwNjY5MDB8c2lkPTUzNzE4NzU3NnxwdWI9NTM3MTA2MDkwfHBjPVVTRHxyYWlkPWEzMjVjMmI5LTQxZjktNDk0MS04MTBjLWRmY2FiMDc5NzQ2NHxycz0xfGFpZD01Mzg0NTI2MzV8dD0xfGFzPTMwMHgyNTB8bGlkPTUzNzc4NzEwOXxvaWQ9NTM3MzQ2MTE0fHA9MHxwcj0wfGF0Yj0wfGFkdj01MzcxMDc3NTd8YWM9VVNEfHBtPVBSSUNJTkcuRklYRUR8Ym09QlVZSU5HLk5PTkdVQVJBTlRFRUR8dXI9bzNiNGJuYVZSUg
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/digital
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/digital
http://www.nxtbook.com/fx/archives/view.php?id=2d422a766c703bf6c0dfb3a43339f2d2&nb=1
http://stm-sub.halldata.com/dbdigitaln?PK=WDMB
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/projects
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/sites/boutiquedesign.com/files/imagecache/Full_gallery/editorial/01Hakkasan_087.jpg
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/sites/boutiquedesign.com/files/imagecache/Full_gallery/editorial/designers.jpg
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/sites/boutiquedesign.com/files/imagecache/Full_gallery/editorial/03Cook_Hall-0122+%281%29.jpg
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/sites/boutiquedesign.com/files/imagecache/Full_gallery/editorial/04Carolyn.jpg
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/sites/boutiquedesign.com/files/imagecache/Full_gallery/editorial/05Andrear.jpg
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/sites/boutiquedesign.com/files/imagecache/Full_gallery/editorial/07Lenahan%2C+Todd-Avery+photo+2.jpg
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/taxonomy/term/571
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/content/sector-spotlight-restaurants-0?page=0%2C0
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/content/sector-spotlight-restaurants-0?page=0%2C0
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/content/sector-spotlight-restaurants-0?page=0%2C0
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/hot-topics/people
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/hot-topics/business
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/projects
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/hot-topics/boutique-blog
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/products
http://www.boutiquedesign.com/page/events



